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Executive Summary 
The "EPIC" (Enhancing Places, Inspiring Communities). project partners, Sompting Estate 
and the Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust (OART), offered Worthing Archaeological Society (WAS) 
the opportunity to excavate within their site at Sompting while works were in progress to 
create a new watercourse, walks and wildlife on Sompting's Church Farm.  
 

A significant number of struck flints were collected from fieldwalking and excavation from the 

Late Mesolithic period through to the Late Bronze Age with the majority from the transition 

period of the Late Mesolithic/Early Neolithic that indicated a flintworking site.  The terrain 

suggests a low-lying marshy area crossed by streams at this time which would have 

presented a variety of food collection opportunities.  The transition from the nomadic 

existence of hunter-gatherers towards a more settled one of farmers may have developed 

from seasonal camps and it therefore seems probable that such a seasonal camp may have 

been located somewhere in the area near to flint and food resources.  It is apparent that these 

investigations have only sampled a small area of what seems to be an extensive flintworking 

site.  

There is no evidence of any permanent settlements during the Late Neolithic and Bronze Age 

but butchery and other flint tools are evident that may indicate hunting activities and perhaps 

meeting places for processing such animals.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

This document reports on works carried out within the Sompting Church Farm Area in 
Sompting, West Sussex in 2019 and July/October 2020. 
 
The EPIC (Enhancing Places, Inspiring Communities) project partners, Sompting Estate and 
the Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust (OART), were awarded a Heritage Lottery Fund grant with the 
aim of involving the local community in creating a new watercourse, walks and wildlife area 
over part of the Sompting Brooks within Sompting Estateôs Church Farm. For full details of the 
project see https://www.somptingestate.com/epic 
 
The initial focus of the EPIC funding award was for archaeological investigation on the 
paleoenvironment requiring core samples to be taken down to the bedrock to look at land and 
climate transformations and to see if pollen samples could be found. When a risk was 
apparent of known and unidentified contaminants about 2.5-3m below the surface, the EPIC 
project team obtained agreement with the relevant authorities that no professional 
archaeology would need to be undertaken on site and all archaeological conditions were then 
removed from the planning consent.  
 
Following works to cut a new watercourse, Worthing Archaeological Society (WAS) was then 
invited by the EPIC project team to walk-over the recently disturbed landscape to collect 
artefacts from the surface. Since the ground surface consisted of cleared vegetation and 
redeposited spoil, any artefacts recovered would be regarded as unstratified. This resulted in 
the recovery of a considerable quantity of Prehistoric struck flint including a small number of 
Mesolithic microliths.   
 
In September of 2019 on the last visit made by WAS to the site for that season, a group of 
flints was discovered along the bank of the newly cut water course which appeared to indicate 
undisturbed knapping activity. This was just north of a new bridge which would form part of a 
footpath and cycle track. 
 
 
The Aim of the Project: 
 
The EPIC project team requested WAS to return to the site in June/July 2020 with the aim of 
investigating a probable knapping/flint-working site and to record all artefacts recovered from 
the excavation and other field work. 
 

2 THE SITE LOCATION AND GEOLOGY 

The site is centred TQ 160 044, south of West Street in Somptingï see Figure 1 feature New 
River. The site is just south of the South Downs National Park boundary at the A27. The site 
lies in the gap between Worthing and Lancing and is an area of low-lying fields and drainage 
streams and ditches. 

https://www.somptingestate.com/epic
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Figure 1 - EPIC Site Location 

Figure 2 shows the site in relation to the low-lying land of the now drained Broadwater sea-
inning. This figure shows the medieval churches at Broadwater, Sompting and Lancing 
(symbols in white) and modern railway stations (in red), Lidar data for the existing streams 
indicates a height of about 1mOD at the base of the streams and a height of around 2 or 
3mOD for the height of the banks. 
 

EPIC Project 
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Figure 2 - Lidar data 3D model of the site surrounding area 

A new stream was cut to avoid areas of contamination and provide better drainage and 
waterside habitat. Figure 3 shows the geological layers through which the channel was cut, 
namely topsoil, alluvium, sand and finally white cortex flint beach pebbles 

 

Figure 3 - Cutting the new river channel ï view where the new and old channels will merge 

3 THE PROJECT  

3.1 Constraints and Hazards 

The need for social distancing and other COVID-19 safety issues constrained the 
methodology adopted (3.2) and the health and safety requirements. Three teams of up to 6 
people to a team were used. Team 1 consisted of the site supervisor and the diggers while 
team 2 were the surveyors and a finds supervisor on site. A third team was set up off site at a 
nearby location to process the finds. 
 

Contains Environment Agency information © 
Environment Agency [and database right] (2019) 
Contains Ordnance Survey Open Source Data OS 
Data © Crown copyright [and database right] (2019)  
Maps are generated using Golden Software LLC 
Surfer Version 15.5.382 
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Bridge works needed to take place when the river was at its lowest level (October 2020) and it 
was necessary to finish archaeological excavation prior to the start of the bridge works. 
 
All archaeological excavation and fieldwork work was required to take into consideration the 
ecological value of the site and the species present. Any excavation over 50cm deep needed 
to be covered at the end of each day to protect certain species i.e. foxes, badgers, hedgehogs 
etc. from being trapped within the excavated area. Any disturbance within 2m each side of the 
east/west ditch in the area was discouraged to protect the habitats of breeding birds within the 
vegetation and also noted activity of amphibians, slow worms and harvest mice. Since 2017, 
this ditch has formed part of a long-term monitoring of reptiles. 
 
No disturbance was permitted near disease resistant elms planted to the north of the above 
ditch. 
 
The bank faces could not be disturbed or any work undertaken to the channel bed or from 
within the channel itself. The design of the channel and the bed levels are very important to its 
function (there is about 1cm of leeway every 25m for the first 450m of the channel - which 
meant standing in it or inadvertently adding material to it could cause some issues). 
 
There were a number of hazards which needed to be avoided ï see Figure 4.  
 

  

Figure 4 - Site Hazards 

There were no plans for in-depth works around the area of buried services. While there were 
no plans for excavation near the area of contamination identified during channel construction, 
it was noted that very small patches of dark soil were visible at the top of the bank. 
Contamination should have dispersed naturally but members were advised to avoid this area. 
An area of natural erosion looked as though it would present an opportunity to examine the 
ground in section since the bank was already disturbed but this proved impractical as it was 
too close to possibly contaminated soils. 
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3.2 Methodology Outline 

The initial fieldwalk was not structured as a layout of grids for sampling. The field-walk took 
place after the soils from the newly cut river had been widely distributed across the field. 
Hence, finds collected during field-walking were noted only as collected from the river cut 
banks or from the redeposited soil. 
 
The main excavation was proposed as 1x1sqm test-pit areas in an area measuring 40x20m 
along the bank of the new river to the south of the proposed bridge works ï see Figure 4. 
Investigation consisted of opening test pits within the grid at distances to ensure greater than 
2m between diggers. A total of 5 test pits were opened.  
 
Work outside the grid consisted of areas of surface collection on the banks, a limited 
resistivity survey, a brief topology survey and checks of the soil profile with an auger 
 
A total station was used to record grid positions and to 3D significant finds positions 
throughout all periods of investigation. The survey team set up the total station at a distance 
to be able to work as a separate team from the rest of the site team. 

4 DESKTOP STUDY 

4.1 HER Data 

The Heritage Environment Register (HER) (WSRO a, 2020) has a number of entries for the 
area from prehistory to World War 2 (see Figure 5) 

 

Figure 5 - HER Entries for the area around the new river 


































































































