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•	 A	new	overview	of	a	key	topic	for	archaeologists,	
palaeo-ecologists,	 and	 anyone	 who	 is	 studying	
environmental	archaeology

•	 A	 broad-based	 text	 book	 which	 concentrates	
on	 accessible	 analysis	 most	 archaeologists	 and	
students	can	undertake	and	understand

•	 Edited	and	with	chapters	by	Mike	Allen,	a	leading	
environmental	archaeologist	and	land	snail	expert

The	subject	of	‘Molluscs	in	Archaeology’	has	not	been	dealt	with	collectively	for	several	decades.	
This	new	volume	in	Oxbow’s	Studying Scientific Archaeology	series	addresses	many	aspects	of	
molluscs	in	archaeology.	

It	will	give	the	reader	an	overview	of	the	whole	topic,	both	methods	of	analysis	and	approaches	to	
interpretation.	It	aims	to	be	a	broad-based	text	book	giving	readers	an	insight	into	how	to	apply	
analysis	to	different	present	and	past	landscapes,	and	how	to	interpret	those	landscapes.

It	includes	marine,	freshwater	and	land	snail	studies,	and	examines	topics	such	as	diet,	economy,	
climate,	 environment	 and	 land-use,	 isotopes	 and	 molluscs	 as	 artefacts.	 It	 aims	 to	 provide	
archaeologists	and	students	with	the	first	port	of	call	giving	them	a)	methods	and	principles,	and	
b)	the	potential	information	molluscs	can	provide.

It	concentrates	on	analysis	and	 interpretation	most	archaeologists	and	students	can	undertake	
and	 understand,	 and	 reviews	 the	 ‘heavier’	 science	 in	 terms	 of	 potential,	 application	 and	
interpretational	value.
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“Particular strengths of this volume are that it integrates studies of terrestrial and marine 
molluscs, each often pursued separately, and covers a wide range of themes ranging from 

palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic topics to the use of molluscs as sources of 
information about technology, symbolism, dating and diet.” 	

Professor Geoff Bailey, York University
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S T U DY I N G  S C I E N T I F I C  A R C H A E O L O G Y
is a new series from Oxbow Books, featuring a wide variety of 
scientific topics in archaeology aimed at students of all levels. They 
series examines the methods, procedures and reasoning behind 
various  scientific approaches to archaeological data, and present case 
studies for extended examples to demonstrate how data are used and  

interpretations are drawn.


