
WAS Field Unit — Bignor Roman Villa Dig 

WAS’s dig at Bignor Roman villa, was hot and interesting, and appre-
ciated by passing visitors. We may be there again.... 

Read all about it in a later edition of your Newsletter. 

Malthouse 

This year we went West – to the far SW corner of the field. Lots of 
finds, still being processed. We had regular 

visits from Annie the sheep..........and found some very varied arte-
facts from a possible Palaeolithic axe, via a piece of a Roman flue tile, 
to our usual range of pottery, including some, very likely, from Bin-
sted. 

From Connie: ‘We answered several of our research questions but of 
course raised a great many more. And of course many of the questions 
came up as a result of the last hour of the last day. What is a Romano-
British flue tile doing in the area we think is medieval and who was the 
rather well-to-do pipe-smoking individual living opposite the Marquis 
in the 17thC?  Some research for the winter I think.’ 
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Climping  

Next visit not yet planned – watch this space  

EPIC Project 

The Report on this is on our website – worthingarchaeological.org  under Discoveries – past Digs – Sompting – EPIC Project 
Area. An excellent Report that is well worth reading. 

Finds Processing  

Our next finds session at the Slindon Shed will be on Thursdays 6th & 20th October and 3rd & 17th November.  

There will be finds to process starting with an assisted excavation at Lancing Preparatory School followed by our excava-
tions at Bignor and Sompting.  

Bob will also be looking at flint from both Bignor and Sompting. 

Please remember to bring your own refreshments and come prepared to work outside by bringing extra clothing.  

Numbers are still limited to 14, so contact Gill if you would like to be there: ggmturner@aol.com 

Field Unit Forum     

Our last meeting was on July 19th . If you would like to see the Minutes, please ask Liz. They will be sent out 
nearer the next Meeting. 7.30 – 9pm on Tuesday October 18th in St Botolph’s Church rooms, in Heene. BN11 4LY. On the 
North side of the Church, entrance from Manor Road.  



Lecture Programme 

Regarding parking at Worthing College. There are now parking charges at the college. However, WAS has had their evening 
parking fees waived. In future all attendees for Evening Lectures commencing Tuesday 11th October will be required to sign 
in their car registration details on arrival in reception in order to ensure they do not receive a fine (up to £100). There will 
be someone from WAS Committee to assist in this process. 
 
October 11th — Worthing College Venue – 7.30pm 
Keith Bolton - Binsted Tile Kilns  
WAS excavation 2005 In 2001 Worthing Archaeological Society undertook an excavation in ‘Green Field’ Church Farm Bin-
sted. A structure was identified. Excavations in 2005 revealed the lower portion of a tile kiln. Surface pottery, and a pot 
found within the kiln, was of Binsted manufacturer indicating dates of operation from AD1250 – 1550. Read more about 
the Binsted Tile Kiln in Worthing Archaeological Journal Volume 3 Number II May 2010 p3. 
www.worthingarchaeological.org/journals.html 
 
November 8th — Worthing College Venue – 7.30pm 
Con Ainsworth Memorial Lecture by Simon Stevens BA (Hons) MCIfA, Senior Archaeologist, Archaeology South-East (a 
division of University College London Centre for Applied Archaeology) 
The Stiances Archaeological Project was set up in 2010 and offers primary school children from the village of Newick in East 
Sussex an opportunity to take part in an archaeological dig close to home. Documentary and cartographic evidence had 
shown the presence of a former farm complex at the site, but enthusiastic test-pit digging by the kids and their helpers has 
revealed not only medieval and post-medieval material, but evidence of activity dating back as far as the Mesolithic. 
WAS would like to congratulate Simon on his recent award:  
Youth Engagement Project of the Year for The Stiances Archaeology Project at the Council for British Archaeology/Marsh 
Community Archaeology Awards 2022! 
 
December 13th— Worthing College Venue – 7.30pm 
James Brown— National Trust Archaeologist London & South East Region 
Content of talk from the National Trust coming soon. 
 
Study Day Wednesday October 12th 
With Ben Jervis – on the Binsted Pottery and Tile Project (part 2) 
We will be meeting in the Education Room from 10 a.m. and aim to finish by 4 p.m. There will be the usual lunch and re-
freshment breaks. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available but please bring your own lunch. With the help of Ben, Keith 
and Bob there will be three areas of activity on the day: assessment of pottery from 2005, assessment of tile and kiln struc-
ture from Con's excavations as well as completion of the pottery reference collection illustrations. If you are interested and 
would like to come along and help on the day, please let Gill know as soon as possible, if you haven’t already.  
ggmturner@aol.com  
 
Study Day – 19th November Worthing Museum 10am – 4pm 
David Rudling will lead a whole day school to explore aspects of life in Sussex during the Roman period (AD 43-410). We will 
examine: historical sources,  the ‘Conquest’ of Claudius, the client kingdom of Togidubnus, the Flavian Palace at Fishbourne, 
the tribal civitas capital at Chichester, other nucleated settlements, villas, peasant farmsteads, field systems and farming, 
roads, industry, religion and burial practices. These topics will be considered from the perspectives of both the Romans and 
the native population. We will be meeting in the Education Room. There will be the usual lunch and refreshment 
breaks. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available but please bring your own lunch. 
The cost for the day will be £25 for WAS Members, £30 for non-Members. 
Please let Donna know if you would like to be there. donna.wiltshire@sky.com 
 
 



WAS Training Course in Surveying. 
Course Content 
The course will focus on two main elements: Surveying with a Total Station: Geo-physical surveying. 
The principal aim of the course is to give WAS members: an understanding of how the equipment works; how to use the 
equipment in the field, how to pre- and post-process data for the production of field reports. 
The course will be delivered in 5 half day sessions:  
Who should attend: People who want to understand these systems and wish to be able to use the equipment in the field 
are welcome to attend all sessions and observe in the data processing sessions. Those who wish to undertake data pro-
cessing should have their own PC which they will need to bring to the first session so that any software application issues 
can be checked when a full WiFi environment is available. PCs should be Windows or Android operating system. 
Timetable 
Session 1 –Saturday, 22 October 2022 – Worthing Sixth Form College A classroom session providing an introduction to the 
basic principles of the equipment and the opportunity to ensure that all software for pre and post processing is installed 
correctly on attendees own PC’s. 
Session 2 – Saturday, 12th November 2022 –Slindon Yard Total station training outside in the field. Setting up a total station 
ready to record, recording data and how to stake out known points 
Session 3 – Saturday. 26th November 2022 –Slindon Base Camp Training Area. Total station data transfer and processing. 
How to load calculated data into the total station, how to download data and how to convert data for use in mapping soft-
ware 
Session 4–TBD February or March 2023 Resistivity training outside in the field – Slindon NT 
Session 5 - TBD February or March 2023 Resistivity data downloading and processing using Snuffler software. 
Cost The cost will be £15 for the course and covers all sessions. 
Please let Connie know if you are interested. connieshirley1@aol.com 
 
Spring 2023 Lecture Dates 
• January 10th — Bob Turner: Longitude. 
• February 14th — John Pull Memorial Lecture. Miles Russell: Roman Imperial Sculptures in Sussex. 
• March 14th  - Amie Friend: Women in Archaeology 
• April 11th — Jane Clark: Recent Finds from the Portable Antiquities Scheme in Sussex. 
 
Day School – date for your diaries: 
Worthing Museum on Saturday 13th May 2023.  Barb McNee on Pottery – early Neolithic to Late Iron Age. 
 
From Keith 

"I'm having a declutter of my library, so am giving away a number of archaeological related books. If anyone is interested 
then please let me know via my email keithbolton14@gmail.com and I can let you know what is available. It includes a 
number of SAC's and excavation reports on Roman sites as well as some more general archaeological books.” 

SOUTHEAST ENGLAND REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Saturday 12 November 2022 in Kings Church, Brooks Road, Lewes, BN7 2BY— See flyer at end of Newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

 
 



UKGDPR 

If any of your details eg: address, post code, telephone number(s), email address or Gift Aid option - have changed since 
you last completed your WAS Membership Application Form, please let me know. All members have the right at any time 
to withdraw consent for WAS using personal data for communication purposes, please contact the Membership Secretary 
to do so. 

Please refer to our updated Privacy Notice on the Society's website— www.worthingarchaeological.org 

Thank you Donna 

WAS Facebook 

If you are already on Facebook, and would like to 
join our closed WAS Facebook, just ask to join on 
the Worthing Archaeological Society page.  

WAS Archive 

Connie is currently Curator of our Archive. We 
have a good collection of Sussex Archaeological 
Collections, starting from the very first. 

University of Sussex Archaeological Society 

All online zoom talks start at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 19 October  
Imagining Roman Britain from the South Downs to Hadrian’s Wall: The Life & Works of Rosemary Sutcliff (1920-1992) 

Speaker: Dr David Walsh (University of Kent) 

Wednesday 16 November  
Culture and Society at Lullingstone Roman Villa (The Sally Christian Archaeology Lecture 2022) 

Speaker: Caroline Mackenzie MA (Lecturer, Classics Tutor and Writer) 

email: admin@usas.org.uk; www.usas.org.uk 

 
Sussex School of Archaeology & History 
Sussex History Symposium 2022 
Saturday 26th November  
Kings Church Hall, Lewes. 10am-5pm 
Following the popularity and importance over many years of the annual Sussex Archaeology Symposium, the Sussex 
School of Archaeology and History have decided to try this year the same format for Sussex History – i.e. a day programme 
of lectures to inform the public about the results of recent research into the historic county of Sussex (i.e. both East and 
West Sussex). It is intended to make this an annual event. Speakers and their topics will include: 

• Dr David R. Hutchinson - Hidden Clues to the Fury of the 

• Mark Roberts BA – The Origins of Goodwood 

• Dr Janet Pennington - Sussex Inn Signs and Their History 

• David Bone MPhil - Travertine; a little-known Sussex building stone. 

• Dr Geoffrey Mead – Brighton before the Pavilion 

• Stewart Angel – The Other Armada 

• Dr Mary Rudling – The Compleat Parish Officer; 

• Professor Fred Gray - Modernism on Sussex by the sea 
Event fee (to include tea and coffee but not lunch): £30, or £20 for students. 

 



A Date for Your Diary 
Sussex Archaeology Symposium 2023 
Saturday 25th March 2023, Kings Church Hall, Lewes, 10am – 5pm. 

Brighton Young Archaeologists' Club (YAC) is open to everyone aged 8-16 years. We get involved in all sorts of activities, 
including visiting and investigating archaeological sites and historic places, trying out traditional crafts, taking part in exca-
vations, experimental archaeology and lots more. Brighton YAC is based at Brighton Museum , where we have access to the 
wonderful Elaine Evans Archaeology Gallery. Occasionally our sessions may be held at other venues depending on planned 
activities. The club usually meets once, a month on the last Saturday, from 10.30 am-12.30 pm. 

If you’d like to get involved please get in touch with the team: contact: Odile Rouard    email: brightonyac@gmail.com 

Butser Ancient Farm has launched ButserPlus: a way to enter the world of ButserAncient Farm online with professional vid-
eo content. Details here:  https://www.butserancientfarm.co.uk/butser-plus 

Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society 

Are returning to the Unitarian Church New Road, Brighton- Start time 7-30 pm. The BHAS lectures will be live and not on 
Zoom. 

• Friday 14th Oct – The Portable Antiquities Scheme in Sussex – Speaker Jane Clark (The Finds Liaison Officer for Sussex 

• Friday 11th November– Caroline Malone, Professor of Prehistory The Rise and Fall of the Maltese Temples – recent re-
search in the Neolithic of Malta. 

• Saturday 15th October  The BHAS Local History Lecture – "Adur: source to sea" – Speaker Dr. Geoffrey Mead    

Geoffrey's talk takes us on a journey along the western and eastern arms of the river, from its Wealden sources, through 
the Adur Gap and down to the Channel. The geology, geography and social history aspects of the river system will be con-
sidered. The talk will be in the Fellowship Room, Central United Reformed Church, 102 Blatchington Road, Hove BN3 
3YF.   2.15 for a prompt 2.30 pm start with free entry for members (£4 for non members). 

• Sunday 2nd October - A Dr Geoffrey Mead Walk – Berwick: clay, sand and chalk. Meet Berwick station car park (Pay and 
display or roadside parking TQ525069) Start time 10-00 am. 

http://www.brightonarch.org.uk 

 

Horsham and District Archaeology Group   Liss Archaeology  

horshamarch@hotmail.co.uk or 01903 872309  www.lissarchaeology.uk Or email lissarchaeology@gmail.com 

Chichester District Archaeology Society     Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society 

CDAS have made their talks available free on their YouTube channel. Has a variety of events See  landscape-  

Lots of details of their activities, see: www.CDAS.info   events@hantsfieldclub.org.uk       

Wealden Buildings Study Group 

Monday 21st November 7pm Online meeting by Zoom. Dorian Gerhold: London Bridge and its Houses c1209-1761 

Dorian is an independent historian, he is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and of the Society of Antiquaries, and a 
member of the Council of the London Topographical Society. His talk uses newly discovered evidence to reconstruct London 
Bridge, a home to over 500 people perched above the Thames, as it stood in the 17th century and trace each house back to 
a survey of 1358. Details include how the original houses were supported, their size and internal layouts. 

www.wealdenbuildings.org.uk 



South Downs Society 

Based in Pulborough, the Society has a variety of walks and talks which might well be interesting. 

Email them: enquiries@southdownssociety.org.uk 

 

Worthing Heritage Alliance 

WAS is part of this group which has a very useful Calendar of all events in the area of an Historic nature. 

www.worthingheritagealliance.org.uk 

 

Easy Fundraising 

If you shop online, do consider using Easyfundraising to make donations to WAS. 

https://new.easyfundraising.org.uk 

Retailers give part of every amount spent to WAS, if you nominate us as your charity 

 

Photo Archive 

WAS is hoping to develop an archive of photos, accessible via the website. Some of our past digs are already well covered, 
but if you have photos you are willing to share, please would you send them to Theresa and Richard on  

theresa_in_brighton@yahoo.co.uk 

If they are not recent ones, we would be grateful if you could give us names of people and sites included. 

There are some on our website which we haven’t been able to identify – if you know when and where they were taken, 
please let us know. 
 

And finally a reminder 

Subs for 2022 were due on January 1st - £25 for ordinary members, £10 for full-time students.  

Feel free to pay by standing order or BACs (details on request) 

Please send to: Liz Lane, Membership Secretary. 

5 Smugglers’ Walk, Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex. BN12 4DP 

Membership forms can also be downloaded from the WAS website: www.worthingarchaeological.org 

  

Items for next News sheet please to  

Liz, as above, or  liz.13lane@gmail.com 

 

The Worthing Archaeological Society is a registered Charity (291431) 

Please note: our email address has changed. It is now:   worthingarchaeological@gmail.com 



 

 

Gerald Hennings (1930 – 2022) 

Gerald died recently, and his Funeral Service was one day after what would have been his 92nd birthday, and 4 
days after the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II. It was a Military Funeral as befitted a Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) in 
the Army. 

Gerald joined WAS when he and wife Pat returned to Worthing after his retirement from the Army and from his 
archaeological work in Cyprus. He wrote about Sugar Mills in Cyprus in WAS Journal in 2005, and gave lectures on 
Cyprus and its archaeology. 

He was involved in excavations at Church Farm Binsted, which he wrote up in several WAS Journals. Gerald and 
Pat helped at Bignor Villa Young Archaeologists Days. 

From Gill Turner: 

‘He was a quiet man and a good colleague with the bearing of an officer and a gentleman.  He loved to dig and 
carried on doing so until his health made this impossible.  He was always interested in all the Society's fieldwork 
and continued with his personal field of archaeological research until late in life. 

He will be sadly missed.....’ 

Gerald and Pat were regulars on Alex Vincent’s Archaeological walks. 

From Alex: 

‘At the pub after the walks they said that it was nice to come together for refreshment afterwards. On one occa-
sion Gerald said on the way to the pub “has this pub got a bar?” (Because it was the Lamb Inn.) He had a great 
sense of humour. He always spoke about excavations, which they both went on.‘   



An Invitation to attend the 4th Biennial 
SOUTHEAST ENGLAND REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Saturday 12 November 2022 in Kings Church, Brooks Road, Lewes, BN7 2BY 
Historic County Town of East Sussex 

Conserving the Heritage of Southeast England 
 
Programme          Conference Organiser:  email  anthony.brook27@btinternet.com 
 
10.00-11.00       Registration, Coffee & Biscuits, and Welcome 
 
11.00-11.40  Matt Pope  (Institute of Archaeology at UCL) 
                          ‘New Discoveries from the Archaeological Record of Palaeolithic People in Southeast England’ 
 
11.40-12.20  Geoffrey Mead 
                        ‘Southeast England in the early 18th Century: Defoe’s Tour of 1722’ 
 
12.20-1.00   Ellinor Michel & Charlotte Wightwick (Friends of Crystal Palace Dinosaurs) 
                   ‘Conserving the Victorian Vision of Dinosaurs, at Crystal Palace’ 
 
1.00-2.00         Lunch 
 
2.00-2.45           Matthew Slocombe  (Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings) 
                ‘The Work of SPAB in Southeast England, and its ‘Old House’ Project’ 
 
2.45-3.30   Kathryn Ferry 
                          ‘Seafront Structures of Southeast Seaside Resorts’ 
 
3.30-4.00        Tea and Biscuits 
 
4.00-4.45             Chris Hare 
              ‘Hilaire Belloc and the South Country: landscape, people and myth’ 
 
4.45-5.30   Ruth O’Keeffe   (Chair, Friends of Lewes Civic Society) 
        ‘Conserving the Heritage of an Historic County Town’ 
 
 Registration Form                                                          Date___________________ 
 
 Name_______________________________________________________ 
 
 Address_____________________________________________________ 
 
             __________________________________Tel:_________________ 
 
 Email:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Conference Fee for the day is £30, which includes coffee/tea, packed lunch and Conference publication 
 
Please make your cheque payable to   Anthony Brook   and forward, with this Registration Form, to 
Anthony Brook, 15, Cambourne Court, Shelley Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 4BQ 
Conference Fee for Full-time Students is only £25! 


