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Worthing  Archaeological Society 
Minutes of a Committee Meeting held at 7.30 pm at 

Pike House, Honeysuckle Lane, High Salvington. BN13 3BT 
 

Present 
Keith Bolton (Chairman) 
Mr Andrew Bell 
Ms Amie Friend 
Mrs Theresa Griffiths 
Mr Richard Griffiths (For item 10) 

 

1) Apologies: Mrs Cheryl Hutchins, Mrs Josephine Thornton, Mr Roy Plummer, and Mr 
John Mills. 

 
2) Minutes of the Last Meeting:   Were accepted. 

 

3) Matters Arising: Reference action in Item 5 Finance: - Mrs Lane and Mrs Shirley 
reported that the new savings account had been opened and all necessary Common 
Reporting Standard documentation submitted. 

 
4)   Field Unit Update 
a) Slindon 
4.a.i) There had been a meeting on 21st November to discuss the logistics of the Field 20 
dig and a number of actions apportioned. The action to investigate a digger was taken up by 
John Crane who has arranged a digger to be supplied by the National Trust. 

 
4.a.ii) The planned site visit for 14th January had had to be postponed due to the NT having 
a shoot that day until the kit planning visit on Saturday 4th February. Action:  KB, TG & LL 

 
4.a.iii) Mr Bolton and Mrs Shirley will attend the planning meeting with the National Trust on 
Saturday 27th January      Action:  KB & CS 

 
4.a.iv) Mr Bolton will issue the project plan and Mrs Shirley will supply a map of the trench 
details defined by Tom Dommett.     Action:  KB & CS 

 
4.a.v) It was agreed that for Heath and Safety planning for the dig we should have more 
trained first aiders. Mrs Leming advised that the St John’s Ambulance course was £130 + 
VAT. Ms Friend agreed to take the training. Mrs Lake will arrange this for Ms Friend. 
         Action: JL & AF 

 
4.a.vi) Mrs Leming will consolidate the existing first aid kits and buy new supplies.   

Action: PL 
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4.a.vii) It was agreed that environmental sampling training for WAS members was required. 
Mrs Lake will contact Mike Allen to see if he will undertake sampling and processing training 
on a day close to the end of the dig.    Action:  JL 

 
4.a.viii) Mrs Lane will consolidate all the sign-ups to date into a spreadsheet to ensure all dig 
days have adequate numbers of volunteers for all the necessary activities.   
         Action:  LL 

 
4.a.ix) Mr Bolton requested assistance details of the recording standards we are using at 
present. Ms Friend agreed to supply this.    Action:  KB & AF 

 
4.a.x) It was agreed that it would be helpful to have a video diary of the dig. No action was 
allocated so it is suggested that this been discussed with the members on 4th February. 
        Action: KB 

 
b) Goblestubbs -    
4.b.i) Ms Friend reported that the C14 dating results had been received with likely dates of 
1042 or 1117 AD. While this did not support the theory of the burning episode being a closing 
deposit around mid first century AD, the dating of the features on the Goblestubbs East site 
as outlined in the draft report has been accepted. Ms Friend will add the C14 dating results 
and issue the final report         
    Action: AF 

 
4.b.ii)  Analysis of further samples was discussed but Gordon Hayden has advised that the 
context of the samples from Trench 2 is too open and hence would not recommend C14 
analysis of the samples. 

 
4.b.iii) Ms Friend would like to continue the investigation at Goblestubbs with a dig in August 
to investigate the north of the existing earthworks. Investigation on a site over on the west 
side has potential but would be too complicated an exercise for this year. Ms Friend indicated 
that she would like to run the dig but would need a co-project/site director. She will 
investigate options depending on who is available and willing to undertake the task.  
        Action: AF 

Post meeting note: - Gordon Hayden has advised that he would be happy to work on a 
further dig in August and would welcome the additional help with project planning and site 
supervision as proposed by Ms Friend. 
 

c) Research Group – Nothing to report. 
 
d) Surveying – Mrs Shirley reported that all surveying work at the moment is planning 
for the Slindon Field 20 dig. 
 
e) Binsted Pottery – Mrs Turner advised that Dr Ben Jarvis has been in contact and the 
project is slightly delayed with a start of Summer 2017 rather that Easter 2017. 
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f) Brinsbury -  Mr Brannlund is writing the archaeological report and Mrs Turner 
advised that David Field will help preparing the report to the standard required for the 
Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society. Mrs Turner will arrange to meet David Bone in 
Winchester to arrange handover of the flints.      
 Action:  GT 
 
g) Con Ainsworth Collection - Mrs Lane advised that the finds handed over David 
Rudling from Con Ainsworth’s collection were be accessioned by Worthing Museum but that 
work is on-going to clean and repack items. WAS member John Sayles was able to provide 
information on the Hammerpot flint collection . This collection will be used for a sorting 
exercise before being given to the museum 
 

5) Finance:      
a) Post Meeting Note : Medieval Archaeology Subscription cancelled 
b) Mrs Shirley circulated pages 3 and 4 the draft accounts for the year 2016 – see 
Appendix B. 
c) The accounts show a surplus before depreciation adjustments but at 31 December 
2016, the current account held the donations which were then used in January 2017 to pay 
for the c14 dating. Income and expenditure both show the £600 which was taken and then 
reimbursed for the March day school which was cancelled. 
d) No funds have been used from the Supplementary Expenses funds since day school 
bursaries were accommodated from over all payments. Some discretionary adjustments to 
subscriptions have been permitted on review of individual cases. 
 
1) Charity Commission -  Mrs Hutchins had produced an annual report using the 
recommended Charity Commission pro-forma. This will be issued at the AGM.  Mrs Leming 
collected the signatures for the eligibility of trustees declaration. She will collect any 
outstanding signature before submitting the report to the Charity Commission. 

          Action:  PL 
 

2) Membership:    Mrs Lane advised we have 106 ordinary members, 3 students, 23 life 
and 18 honorary members, totalling 150.    

 
3)  Secretary’s report:  Nothing to report. 

 
4) Newsletter and Journal:   

a) Mrs Lane advised that she was planning a May/June edition to celebrate the work of 
Con Ainsworth and had a number of articles already for this issue. 
b) Mrs Lane advised that she had taken over the release of the current journal as Mrs 
Hutchins has no access to computer facilities at present but had been able to prepare all the 
material ready for formatting. 
c) Mrs Shirley advised that there had been insufficient space to include the report on 
Sompting Field Walk so rather than hold this over to the next edition it can be made available 
through the website. 
d) Post Meeting Note: Gordon Hayden advised that for publishing in a peer reviewed 
journal, finds reports will need to be prepared and approved by accredited experts. WAS 
need a strap-line for their publications to state that finds reports are a best interpretation 
using the unaccredited expertise within the society.     Action:  CS 
 
1) Website:   
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a) Mr Richard Griffiths advised that he would try to get google searches to list the 
current site at the head of the list since at present the old site is listed first. Mrs Lane will 
investigate whether Mr Griffiths can be given access to the old site to shut it down.Action:  
LL & RG 
 
b) Mr Griffiths will investigate options for bulk storage electronic media for archiving 
WAS information.         Action:  RG 
 
2) Planned events:   
a) A sub-committee consisting of Mrs Lake, Mrs Leming, Mrs Griffiths and Mr Bell has 
been formed to plan Study Days and Lectures.   
b) Post Meeting Note: - Saturday 30 September has been agreed for the second part 
of David McOmish’s Bronze Age lectures. 

c) Mrs Griffiths will investigate where to advertise events   Action:  TG 

d) Con Ainsworth’s birthday will be 14 May and a walk to celebrate his work is planned 

e) The recent outings to museum’s were popular so Mrs Griffiths will investigate other 
possibilities including Butser      Action:  TG 

 

3) Any Other Business 
a) Planning for the AGM – it was agreed that the committee would all carry on and 
stand for re-election at the AGM in March. Mrs Lane will consult Mrs Hutchins as to how to 
update the AGM calling notice and when/how it should be issued.  Action: LL 
b) Mrs Lane had written to the new Vice Chancellor at Sussex University outlining the 
case for re-instating part-time archaeology courses 
c) Mrs Leming has arranged with a local supplier to print the WAS logo on T-shirts and 
hoodies. 

d) Mrs Griffiths had purchased a new display board.  
 

4)  Date of Next Meeting  will be Monday 27 February 2017 at Mrs Lake’s house, 35 
First Avenue, Worthing.  Mrs Lane was thanked for her hospitality. 

 
 
Keith Bolton - Chairman 
16 January 2017             
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Appendix A: Goblestubbs Calibrations Plot 
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Appendix B: 2016 Draft Accounts 
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Appendix C: Events Committee Meeting Minutes 

 


